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Tuesday, August 25, 2020 
 
During this COVID-19 pandemic and other future events, the CDM will 
continue to be a source of reliable information, education and models for 
mitigation, preparedness, response and recovery.  As the pace of new 
information and changes has slowed and out of respect for the volume of 
everyone’s communications, we have changed the frequency of our 
newsletter to once per week. 
 
 
                                                                                                                        
David Markenson, M.D., M.B.A. 
Director 
Center for Disaster Medicine 
 
COVID-19 Statistics 
 Total Cases  Total Deaths Total Recovered Total Tested 
Worldwide 23,572,494  811,801 15,257,751 No Data 
United States 5,739,266  177,248 2,020,774 72,889,910 
New Jersey 189,494  15,946 33,626 2,676,812 
New York 429,737  32,883 74,684 7,683,190 
 
Connecticut 51,519  4,460 8,893 1,077,716 
Information as of 8/24/20 at 2300 EDT. Source: https://coronavirus.jhu.edu/map.html  
United States COVID-19 Case Map / GIS 
 
 
Center for Disaster Medicine Updates 
 
 Coordinating volunteers to support local public health response to COVID-19. 
 Conducting research and analysis of current events and COVID-19 response to 
identify strengths and areas for improvement in other regions. 
 Updating and developing new programs to provide enhanced education on 
public health emergencies including pandemics. 
 Redesigning summer fellowship in disaster and emergency medicine to better 
address preparedness skills, lessons learned and highlight the importance of 
high-fidelity simulation in medical education while finding new focus on 
pandemic-related research projects. 
 Exploring course development opportunities in infection prevention and control 
for frontline responders in the hospital and in the field. 
 Serving as a source of information for COVID-19 related concerns or questions 
regarding public health, emergency medical service (EMS), public safety and 
healthcare response.  
 Local networking and pandemic response analysis for New York’s tri-state area, 







 The U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) launched a new appointment scheduling tool 
at the VA Central Ohio Healthcare System to make medical visits more efficient for care 
providers and Veterans.https://www.va.gov/opa/pressrel/pressrelease.cfm?id=5505  
 The U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) announced it will award more than 425 grants 
to community organizations totaling approximately $279 million under the Grant Per Diem 
(GPD) program. https://www.va.gov/opa/pressrel/pressrelease.cfm?id=5504   
 Department of Homeland Security (DHS) provides weekly update regarding Response to 
COVID-19 https://www.dhs.gov/news/2020/08/18/weekly-update-dhs-response-covid-19   
The White House 
 
The President’s 30 Days to Slow the Spread ended on April 30. President Trump has unveiled 
Guidelines for Opening Up America Again, a three-phased approach based on the advice of 
public health experts. These steps will help state and local officials when reopening their 
economies, getting people back to work, and continuing to protect American lives.  To review the 
Guidelines and obtain additional information regarding Opening Up America Again: 
https://www.whitehouse.gov/openingamerica/  
 
Health and Human Services (HHS) 
https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/coronavirus/index.html 
 




Assistant Secretary for Health Admiral Brett P. Giroir, M.D., Statement on FDA EUA for 








National Institutes of Health (NIH) 







United States Food and Drug Administration (FDA) 
https://www.fda.gov/emergency-preparedness-and-response/counterterrorism-and-
emerging-threats/coronavirus-disease-2019-covid-19  
 FDA Issues Daily Update for August 24, 2020, including FDA-authorized 221 




 FDA Issues Emergency Use Authorization for Convalescent Plasma as Potential 





Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) 
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/cases-updates/index.html  
Daily updates of cases in United States: https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-
ncov/cases-updates/cases-in-us.html 
 
CDC’s updated weekly COVID-19 surveillance report: 
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/covid-data/covidview.html  
 
CDC’s updated information on Testing in the United States, please visit: 
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/cases-updates/testing-in-us.html  
 
CDC’s guidance on Contact Tracing, please visit: https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-
ncov/php/open-america/contact-tracing.html  
 
Updated CDC’s Frequently Asked Questions, please visit: 
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/faq.html  
 
CDC issues Information for Pediatric Healthcare Providers 
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/pediatric-hcp.html  
 
CDC issues Information for Healthcare Professionals about Coronavirus (COVID-19) 
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/index.html  
 
CDC issues Guidance for Preparing K-12 School Administrators for a Safe Return to 




CDC issues Guidance for Limiting Workplace Violence Associated with COVID-19 




CDC COVID-19 Response Health Equity Strategy: Accelerating Progress Towards 
Reducing COVID-19 Disparities and Achieving Health Equity 
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/health-equity/cdc-strategy.html  
 





To view the latest information on clinical trials regarding COVID-19: 
https://clinicaltrials.gov/ct2/results?cond=COVID-19  
 
Center for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) 













 Governor Andrew M. Cuomo announced the state has suspended liquor licenses for 14 
additional bars and restaurants in New York State after finding egregious violations of 
pandemic-related Executive Orders, bringing the total number of liquor licenses 
suspended during the coronavirus pandemic to 162.  
https://www.governor.ny.gov/news/governor-cuomo-announces-suspension-14-
additional-new-york-bars-and-restaurants-liquor-licenses  
 Governor Cuomo announced lower-risk, school-sponsored sports in all regions may 
begin to practice and play beginning September 21. 
https://www.governor.ny.gov/news/governor-cuomo-announces-lower-risk-school-
sports-all-regions-may-begin-september-21  
 Governor Cuomo announced a new record-low COVID-19 test positivity rate of 0.66 
percent. The number of new cases, percentage of tests that were positive and many 
other helpful data points are always available at forward.ny.gov. 
https://www.governor.ny.gov/news/video-audio-photos-rush-transcript-governor-cuomo-
announces-new-record-low-covid-19-test  
 Governor Cuomo announced the award of funding for the purchase and installation of 




New York State Department of Health (DOH) 
https://coronavirus.health.ny.gov/home  
Latest information about COVID-19 testing: 
https://coronavirus.health.ny.gov/covid-19-testing#overview 
List of positive cases by county in New York State: 
https://covid19tracker.health.ny.gov/views/NYS-COVID19-Tracker/NYSDOHCOVID-19Tracker-
Map?%3Aembed=yes&%3Atoolbar=no&%3Atabs=n  
NYS DOH Weekly healthcare provider update: 
https://coronavirus.health.ny.gov/weekly-health-provider-webinar  






 Under the 14-day quarantine travel advisory announced by the Governors of New 
Jersey, New York and Connecticut, individuals traveling to or returning to New Jersey 
from states with increasing rates of COVID-19 are advised to self-quarantine for 14 




 Governor Ned Lamont Provides Daily Update on August 24, 2020 on Connecticut’s 
Coronavirus Response Efforts 
https://portal.ct.gov/Office-of-the-Governor/News/Press-Releases/2020/08-
2020/Governor-Lamont-Coronavirus-Update-August-24  
 Governor Lamont today announced that the State of Connecticut has submitted its 
application for federal funding to establish a temporary program that will provide a $300 




 Governor Lamont today announced that he is doubling funding for the previously 
announced rental assistance program for Connecticut residents impacted by COVID-19 










Local Updates  
 
New York Blood Center (NYBC) 
For the latest updated NYBC information about COIVD-19: 
https://www.nybc.org/covid-19/ 
 





New York City (NYC) Department of Health and Mental Hygiene (DOHMH)  
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/doh/covid/covid-19-main.page  
 
NYC DOHMH’s COVID-19 information for providers: 
https://www1.nyc.gov /site/doh/covid/covid-19-prov iders.page  
NYC DOHMH’s updated summary regarding quarantine, isolation and transmission: 
https://www1.nyc.gov/assets/doh/downloads/pdf/imm/covid-19-provider-quarantine-precautions.pdf 
 
NYC DOHMH’s updated FAQs for health care providers: 
https://www1.nyc.gov/assets/doh/downloads/pdf/imm/covid-19-provider-faqs.pdf 
 
NYC DOHMH webinar on August 21: 
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/doh/covid/covid-19-providers.page  
 
NYC DOHMH information on mental and behavioral health: 
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/doh/providers/health-topics/mental-and-behavioral-health.page  
 









Putnam County Department of Health 
https://www.putnamcountyny.com/health/coronavirus/ 
 
Dutchess County Department of Health 
https://www.dutchessny.gov/Departments/DBCH/2019-Novel-Coronavirus.htm 
 
Orange County Department of Health 
https://www.orangecountygov.com/1906/2019-Novel-Coronavirus-Information 
 




For the latest COVID-19 information for healthcare facilities from the Greater New York Hospital 
Association that covers hospitals in the tri-state area: 
https://www.gnyha.org/ 
 
Updated GNYHA Public Health Agency Supply Management Guidance: 
https://www.gnyha.org/tool/cdc-doh-and-dohmh-surveillance-and-testing-treatment-guidance-2/ 
 
Updated GNYHA Public Health Surge Planning Guidance:  
https://www.gnyha.org/tool/agency-surge-planning-guidance/ 
 
For the latest information on agency prevention and treatment guidance:  
https://www.gnyha.org/tool/cdc-doh-and-dohmh-prevention-and-treatment-guidance/  
 
In collaboration, with the New York City Department of Health and Mental Hygiene, GNYHA is 
sharing a daily syndromic surveillance report that compares median visits for COVID-19-like illness 






Center for Disaster Medicine Media 
Faculty News: 





Adam E. Block, Ph.D., assistant professor of public health in the Division of Health Policy and 
Management 
  





Raj K. Tiwari, Ph.D., professor and interim chair in the Department of Microbiology and 
Immunology and associate professor and otolaryngology 
 




Robert G. Lahita, M.D., Ph.D., professor of medicine  
 










Every effort is made to provide accurate and complete information in this newsletter. However, New 
York Medical College cannot guarantee that there will be no errors. NYMC makes no claims, promises or 
guarantees about the accuracy, completeness, or adequacy of the contents of the newsletters or the 
articles linked herein and further expressly disclaims liability for errors and omissions in the contents of 
this newsletter.  
 
This newsletter is for informational purposes only; it does not constitute medical advice. Always seek the 







New York Medical College 
Center for Disaster Medicine 
7 Dana Road Suite 511 
Valhalla, New York 10595 
914-594-1750 
https://www.nymc.edu/center-for-disaster-medicine/ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
